
Lent 3 Year C 2016
February 28, 2016

As you may recall on Feb 7th at the Gathering 
we broke into small groups 

and we discussed the Baptismal Covenant 
and you all had work sheets. 

Now I want to tell you I reviewed 
each and everyone one of those work sheets 

and what I found, among other things,
 is that lots of people really have a difficult time

 with the third Baptismal Covenant Commitment which reads 
Will you proclaim by word and example 

the good news of God in Christ.  

The comments were pretty consistent.
 Some Folks said they need training 

on how to proclaim the good news. 
Others felt unsure about the whole concept of evangelism. 

and were tuned off by the idea having to
 vocalize their faith.

Most folk said they felt more comfortable
 just acting out their faith, with good works

If you fall into any of those categories
Well today is your lucky day. 
 Because today, you’re off the hook. 

No more self-flagellations or recriminations 
for not being a good evangelist 

and never bring anyone to faith. 
It will not be held against you. You are off the hook. Why?

Because the truth is it is not your job. 
You can never argue anyone into the faith,

 and dragging them to church won’t do it, 
and quoting scripture at them won’t work,

 nor will the sneak attack dinner party 
where you ambush your guests with Jesus

that definitely does not work. 

Let me share some scripture with you:
 First, John 15 Jesus said 

“You did not chose me but chose you



 and appointed you to go bear fruit, fruit that will last. And again in John 
10: 27  “My sheep hear my voice; 

I know them and they follow me….
My father who has given them to me is greater then all. 
And finally John 6:44 “No one can come to me 

unless the Father, who sent me, draws them,”

Do you see the pattern there?
The truth of the matter is 

 it is not our work to convert anyone 
by word or example. 

It is God’s work, and he does it through 
the movement of the Spirit, 

As Paul wrote in I Corinthians 
“No one can say Jesus is Lord accept by the Holy Spirit”

Listen, We are not called to be salesmen for Jesus

So we can all wipe our foreheads 
and stop beating our breasts. you are off the hook. 

Now before you kick back and prop up your feet  
Understand, we may not be responsible for conversion

But we are responsible for proclamation.

You see by virtue of having been chosen by the Father 
And being moved to respond to Jesus 

by the work of the Holy Spirit 
we have been invited into God’s work to save the world. 

Therefore we can not just sit back as casual observes 
complacent in our own salvation. No!

By virtue of our salvation
 we are called to participate in God’s work

 to save the world by proclaiming 
the Good News of God in Christ.

Now I know what your thinking 
“Well, little preacher man

we seem to be right back were we started. Don’t we?
So, how do we proclaim 

the Good News of God in Christ, then?
We need a class or some instruction, 
 I can’t answer people’s questions, I am no theologian”

You right your not a theologian but
 you have experienced the living God, have you not?

The bottom line is, the only way we can proclaim



 the Good News of God in Christ 
is if we have experienced it for ourselves.

Now, with said, there is always faking it 
you might be able to quote some scripture,

 or tell people about the cross and forgiveness of Christ
but it will fall empty unless 

it is attached to a personal experience of grace 
where you can, with out a doubt say,

 this is what Jesus did in my life when I cried out to him  he broke into my 
life and revealed himself to me 

and since then I am different 
and he can do the same thing for you.

So the question is; And I have asked it before,
what’s your story about God.

Because it is your story, about your experience of God  that 
becomes your proclamation by word 

and it is from your story of God 
that comes the passion and power

 to proclaim the Good News of God in Christ by example.  

Let me share with you one of my first experiences
of the power of God’s grace in my life

I was 16 years old,
 and was on a Lenten Youth treat with my church. 

Fr. Tom Newcomb was our youth leader 
and on this retreat we focused on 2 things 

 the cross of Christ and our sin. 
I don’t remember really the content of the program. 

But I profoundly remember 
making my first, face to face confession with a priest. 

We had spent the afternoon 
Reflecting upon and writing out our sins. 

And I found myself sitting at a picnic table 
across from Fr. Newcomb

With the prayer book in front of me, I was terrified
 we began the rite of confession 

and there is a part which the penitent reads, 
“I confess to Almighty God, to his church, and to you, that I have sinned by 

my own fault 
in thought, word and deed,



in things done and left undone; especially

 and that’s where you fill in the blank. 
I remember reading off my list 

and then I felt this presence come over me 
and I began to confess things 

I had not intention of revealing and things that I had forgotten 
and it started to pour out of me 

as if a dam was being released, 
I remember tears rolling down my cheek 

and feeling a deep sense of shame and relief 
 and it just kept coming until I fell silent, 

I was numb and then fear began to rise up in me  
I had been exposed.  I wanted to run.

I finished my part of the confession hastily 
hoping to put an end to it all 

and then Fr. Tom spoke “Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who offered himself to be sacrificed for us to the Father,

 and who conferred power on his Church to forgive sins, I absolve you 
through my ministry 

by the grace of the Holy Spirit 
and restore you in perfect peace of the Church, Amen 

And as he spoke felt the shame and fear of my exposure drain out of me like 
water from a tub. 
And then Fr. Tom anointed me and 

laid his hands on my head and said
 “The Lord has put away all your sins” 

and I kid you not, I felt this power and heat
 rushing through his hand and filling me. 

It only lasted a few seconds but when he removed his hands it was as if I 
had been made new. I can’t explain it. 

But I knew, that some how,
 I was made right with God and myself

 in a way that was undeniable and unexplainable.
I was forgiven and made new a new creation

 by grace and forgiveness.

 Fr. Tom instructed me to walk the beach 
and sing to God and so I did. 

I stepped out on the beach and began to praise God



 with reckless abandon and love and freedom
like I had never experience before 

 I sung to God at the top of my lungs 
on this deserted beach. 

I was truly and perhaps for the first time
 lost in the wonder, love and praise of God 

and I was alive like I had never felt alive before.

 I left that retreat changed, different and with a story. 
From then on I actually had 
something to proclaim about 

the Good News of God in Christ.
Something true, authentic and genuinely mine.

So what’s your story? I am sure you have many
Will you share them with each other and the world? 

They are gifts from God, and they have the power
 to draw people to God.

Our stories of God are 
our proclamations of the Good News of God in Christ

So, what’s your story. 

Baptismal Covenant Discussion Questions

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?

1. The Gospel can be proclaimed to others by “your story” of God’s saving grace. 
Some stories are dramatic and others less so because you may have been 
nurtured to Christ through the church. Let’s each of us share our stories of how 
God came to us through Jesus and changed our lives.

2. The Gospel has specific content and the proclamation of that content is “His 
story”. Discuss the elements of the Gospel that one must hear in order to know 
the forgiving grace of God through Christ.

3. Many believers find it difficult to proclaim the Gospel “in words.” Discuss those 
experiences you have encountered that make the verbal proclamation 
uncomfortable and even a bit scary.

4. We are also called to proclaim the Gospel by example. What are some ways 
that by example you can proclaim that you have been forgiven and actively follow 
the Lord Jesus?


